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[Abstract:] Relative to the necessity to have additional Balances for adjusting the Planchets, 
owing to the urgency required for completing the S.D. quota for this month. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Coiner’s Department, 
June 12, 1886 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Sir: 


In view of the urgency required for completing the Silver dollar quota for this month as 
soon as practicable, because of the commencement of the Annual Settlement, it became 
necessary to have additional balances for adjusting the planchets, we were very much 
embarrassed to know what to do in regard to them, you were loath to make expenditures for 
scales and suggested that possibly in as much as we had a very efficient scale adjuster in the 
Mint, who by trade was a manufacturer of Scales, possibly these might be found around the 
Institution some old material of that character which if put in repair would sure considerable 
expense. 


I now have the honor to report that there have been found 21 Adjusting Scales that had 
been laid aside a few years since as much worn, which have been put in repair and properly 
adjusted, and they are now rendered fit for efficient service in the Adjusting room. 


These, and those now in use, 82. — makes an aggregate of 103 Adjusting balances fitted 
to perform good work. 


In this connection I desire to say, that a large balance very much out of order had been 
removed some eighteen months ago to the place of business of Mr. Henry Troemner, who has 
furnished sales and balances for this institution for many years. He reported it as dilapidated and 
worn out, learning of the capacity of our scale adjuster Mr. Fite, I sent for the balance referred to, 
and placed it in his charge for repair, It is now fit and ready for use, and will be turned to good 
account to take the place of the large scale at the south end of the coining room, which is 
somewhat worn, and thus give us a chance of putting that one in good order without interfering 
with the current business. 


Another scale which was supposed to be unserviceable and had been put away in a glass 
case, was also found and put in repair by Mr. Fite, This also is in use now. 


I desire to say, that Mr. Troemner’s price for the small balances was $60 each, and for a 
large balance, such as it would have been necessary to procure from him $1,200. — A balance 
such as has been referred to as being in the glass case would have cost $100.1 refer to these facts 
to show the saving in fitting up these articles and putting them in repair by our own people, over 
the employment of outside parties. 
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Very Respectfully, 
Yours Obt. Servant 
WS. Steel 

Coiner 


